INTRODUCTION

as much as twenty-four hours late. In our own ex-
perience, during a month's travel we were accom-
modated only twice in first-class compartments.

The same custom applies to hotel accommoda-
tions. A first-class tourist is entitled to a room alone,
but it quite frequently happens that there are not
enough rooms to go around and so visitors must
double up.

American tourists are favored because the
majority of the tourist trade comes from the United
States, and as a rule Americans travel first class
and are free spenders. In addition, although we are
included among the "rotten capitalistic" countries,
we have one redeeming feature which is highly re-
spected and admired by the Russian people, espe-
cially official Russia, and that is our efficiency and
technical skill; if a Russian does a thing quickly
and well, his comrades say that it has been done
in the American way.

The procedure of making your arrangement for
a trip through Russia, the things that you are able
to see, and the information you are able to obtain
are very much the same as they were five years
ago. If there is any difference it is on the side of
less freedom of independent investigation, for In-
tourist has become more efficient, both in looking
after the well-being of the traveler and in keeping